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“We need constantly to contemplate the mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, se-

renity, and peace. Our salvation depends on it. Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery 

of the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by which God comes to 

meet us. Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person who looks 

sincerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path of life. Mercy: the bridge 

that connects God and man, opening our hearts to the hope of being loved forever de-

spite our sinfulness” (Pope Francis, Misericordia Vultus, 2). 

 

“When faced with the gravity of sin, God responds with the fullness of mercy.  Mercy 

will always be great than any sin, and no one can place limits on the love of God who is 

ever ready to forgive” (Pope Francis, Misericordiae Vultus, 3).  

 
“Mercy is the very foundation of the Church’s life. All of her pastoral activity should be 

caught up in the tenderness she makes present to believers; nothing in her preaching and in 
her witness to the world can be lacking in mercy. The Church’s very credibility is seen in 
how she shows merciful and compassionate love” (Pope Francis, Misericordiae Vultus, 10). 
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Origins of Divine Mercy Sunday 
 
Saint Faustina: Humanity’s need for the message of Divine Mercy took on dire urgen-
cy in the 20th Century, when civilization began to experience an “eclipse of the sense of 
God” and, therefore to lose the understanding of the sanctity and inherent dignity of hu-
man life. In the 1930s, Jesus chose a humble Polish nun, St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, 
to receive private revelations concerning Divine Mercy that were recorded in her Diary.  
 
Divine Mercy Sunday: St. Faustina’s Diary records 14 occasions when Jesus request-
ed that a Feast of Mercy (Divine Mercy Sunday) be observed, for example:  
I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for 
poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a 
whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the Fount of My mercy. The soul 
that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete for-
giveness of sins and punishment. … Let no soul fear to draw near to Me. … It is My de-
sire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not 
have peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy. (Diary, no. 699)  
On May 5, 2000, five days after the canonization of St. Faustina, the Vatican decreed 
that the Second Sunday of Easter would henceforth be known as Divine Mercy Sunday.  
 
The Image: Jesus appeared to St. Faustina in a vision, with his r ight hand raised in 
a blessing and his left touching his garment above his heart. Red and white rays emanate 
from his heart, symbolizing the blood and water that was poured out for our salvation 
and our sanctification. The Lord requested that “Jesus, I trust in You” be inscribed under 
his image. Jesus asked that his image be painted and venerated throughout the world: “I 
promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not perish” (Diary, no. 48) and 
“By means of this image I will grant many graces to souls” (Diary, no. 742).  
 

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy: The Chaplet was also given to St. Faustina with this 
promise: “Encourage souls to say the chaplet which I have given you” (Diary, no. 
1541). “Whoever will recite it will receive great mercy at the hour of death. … Even if 

there were a sinner most hardened, if he were to recite this chaplet only once, he would 
receive grace from My infinite mercy. I desire that the whole world know My infinite 
mercy” (Diary, no. 687).  
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Opening Hymn        (Stand) 
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Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament    (Kneel) 

Opening Prayer        (Stand) 
Let us pray. 

Lord our God, 

in this great sacrament we come into the presence of Jesus Christ, your Son, 

born of the Virgin Mary and crucified for our salvation. 

May we who declare our faith in this fountain of love and mercy 

drink from it the water of everlasting life. 

Through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Liturgy of the Word 
 

First Reading  Ephesians 2:4-10    (Sit) 
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Responsorial Psalm 

Gospel Acclamation       (Stand) 

 
 
Gospel    Luke 15:3-7 

 

Homily         (Sit) 

 

Silent Reflection and Adoration (5 Minutes)   (Kneel) 

 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
 

Opening Prayer        (Stand) 

You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for souls,  
and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world.  
O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy,  
envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us.  
 

O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fountain of Mercy 
for us, I trust in You!  
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fountain of Mercy 
for us, I trust in You!  
O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus as a fountain of Mercy 
for us, I trust in You!  
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Our Father 
 

Hail Mary 
 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was con-ceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died and was buried;  
he descended into hell;  
on the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;  
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the holy catholic Church,  
the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body,  
and life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Decades of the Chaplet      (Sit) 
On the “Our Father” bead, pray: 
Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your Dearly Beloved 
Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.  
 

On each of the 10 “Hail Mary” beads, pray: 
For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world.  
 

Concluding prayer        (Stand) 
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.  
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole 
world.  
Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and on the whole 
world. 
Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion inexhaustible, look 
kindly upon us and increase Your mercy in us, that in difficult moments we might not des-
pair nor become despondent, but with great confidence submit ourselves to Your holy will, 
which is Love and Mercy itself.  
 

Silent Reflection and Adoration (5 Minutes)   (Kneel) 
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(Stand)   
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Midafternoon Prayer 
 

Psalm 118         (Sit) 
All: Christ has risen from the dead and will never die again, alleluia. 
 

Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love endures forever. 
 

Let the house of Israel say: “His mercy endures for ever.” 
Let the house of Aaron say: “His mercy endures for ever.” 
Let those who fear the Lord say: “His mercy endures for ever.” 
 

I called to the Lord in my distress; he answered and freed me. 
The Lord is at my side; I do not fear.  What can anyone do against me? 
The Lord is at my side as my helper: I shall look down on my foes. 

 

It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in men: 
It is better to take refuge in the Lord than to trust in princes. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

All:  Christ has risen from the dead and will never die again, alleluia. 
 
 

All: He was handed over to death for our sins; he was raised to life to justify us, 
alleluia. 

 

The nations all encompassed me; in the Lord’s name I crushed them. 
 

They compassed me, compassed me about; in the Lord’s name I crushed them. 
They compassed me about like bees; they blazed like a fire among thorns. 
In the Lord’s name I crushed them. 

 

I was hard-pressed and was falling but the Lord came to help me. 
The Lord is my strength and my son; he is my savior. 
There are shouts of joy and victory in the tents of the just. 

 

The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; his right hand raised me. 
The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; I shall not die, 
I shall live and recount his deeds. 
I was punished, I was punished by the Lord, but not doomed to die. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

All: He was handed over to death for our sins; he was raised to life to justify us, 
alleluia. 
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All:  Since you have been raised to life with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, alleluia. 

 

Open to me the gates of holiness: I will enter and give thanks. 
This is the Lord’s own gate where the just may enter. 
I will thank you for you have answered and you are my savior. 

 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in our eyes. 
This day was made by the Lord; we rejoice and are glad. 

 

O Lord, grant us salvation; O Lord, grant success. 
Blessed in the name of the Lord is he who comes. 
We bless you from the house of the Lord; the Lord God is our light. 

 

Go forward in procession with branches even to the altar. 
You are my God, I thank you.  My God, I praise you. 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good; for his mercy endures for ever. 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

 

All:  Since you have been raised to life with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, alleluia. 

 

Reading   Romans 6:4      
Through baptism into Christ’s death we were buried with him, so that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might live a new life. 
 
This is the day the Lord has made, alleluia. 
All: Let us rejoice and be glad, alleluia. 
 

 
Intercessions        (Stand) 
  
God is the Father of all mercies.  In him we place our faith as we pray: 
 
For our Holy Father, Pope Francis, bishops, priests, and all the faithful: that in this Year 
of Mercy, each will bear witness to the love and mercy of God, we pray to the Lord:  
 

All:  Merciful Lord, hear our prayer.  
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For all who have committed grave sin and who are afraid to go to confession: that their 
fears will dissolve in the face of Jesus’ longing to forgive and be reconciled to them, we 
pray to the Lord:  
 

All:  Merciful Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
For those who serve in public office: that they govern with true compassion for the lives 
of the most vulnerable among us, especially unborn children, the elderly, and persons 
with disabilities, we pray to the Lord:  
 

All:  Merciful Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
For parents: that, by their guidance and the witness of their own lives, they will teach 
their children how to love and forgive when they have been wronged, we pray to the 
Lord:  
 

All:  Merciful Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
For the protection of conscience rights and religious liberty: that all people of good will 
may work together against the increasing threats to these fundamental rights, we pray to 
the Lord:  
 

All: Merciful Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
For peace throughout the world, and especially in areas of open conflict: that ancient 
prejudices and hatreds will be replaced by a spirit of mercy and brotherhood, we pray to 
the Lord:  
 

All:  Merciful Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Almighty and merciful Father, we give you thanks for all of your many blessings, and 
we ask you to hear these petitions in the name of your Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever.  
All:  Amen. 
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Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament   (Kneel)  

 

Prayer 
Leader: You have given them Bread from Heaven. 
All:  Having all sweetness within it. 

 
Let us pray. 
God of everlasting mercy, who in this wonderful Sacrament 
have left us a memorial of your Passion, 
grant us, we pray, 
so to revere the sacred mysteries of your Body and Blood 
that we may always experience in ourselves 
the fruits of our redemption. 
Who live and reign for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
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The Divine Praises       (Stand)  
Blessed be God.  
Blessed be his Holy Name.  
Blessed be Jesus Christ, true God and true man.  
Blessed be the Name of Jesus.  
Blessed be his Most Sacred Heart.  
Blessed be his Most Precious Blood.  
Blessed be Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar.  
Blessed be the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete.  
Blessed be the great Mother of God, Mary most holy.  
Blessed be her holy and Immaculate Conception.  
Blessed be her glorious Assumption.  
Blessed be the name of Mary, Virgin and Mother.  
Blessed be St. Joseph, her most chaste spouse.  
Blessed be God in his angels and in his Saints. 
 

Concluding Hymn        
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